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Subj: Vlene Baey, TALFNT coverage of

1, It is requeeted thet immediate consideration be given to the use

of the TALFNT vehiole in obtasining oblique coverage of Vliene Bay,
Albenia, ose of coverage would be to ascertein the presence of the
four Soviet "W" cless submsrines end further to esteblish the extent of
construction aotivity devoted to submerine facilities aghore, Coverege,
which would require only & peripherel approach and only the immediate
Vicne Bay ares, 1s requested on a recurring basis et about & fifteen {15)
day interval,

2. 48 & result of the Berlin situation, the Navy will implement certein
actions directed by the JCS to develop an adequste defensive posture,

Thus the possible interdiction of navel forces in the Mediterranecen be-
comes of incressed importance to CNO, CINCNFIM end the SIXTHFIT. De-
ployment of Soviet submsrines from all Soviet bases will be under surveile
lance, but the use of the TALFNT wvehicle eppears to be the best adaptable
for those Sovlet submerines (the latest modification of the "W" class) in
Vlone Bay, Albania, Other possible sources of intelligence on the subject
have been checked and cennot provide the informetion needed st this time,
In addition, the possibilitﬁféhat the requested coverage would be of real
velue in providing Informetion for the SIXTHFLT in the event that the
continuing inetebility in the Middle East resulte in a orisis involving U.S.
naval forces,

3. Ae regards the construction aetivity noted on the last TALENT Mission
(28 January), the degree of capabllity to support submerines also iz in-
portant, Further coverage would provide such informstion, possibly pro-
viding evidence thet support cepebility is greater than that required for
four submerines indicesting future force augmentation, & point for consider—~
etion is the fact thet Albanismts position es a Soviet satellite makes re-
actlon to Sovlet requirements for submerine operations in the Mediterreneen
almost sutomstiec, Submerine operations out of Albania would, therefore, be
quite a bit different from those out of Alexsndris in terms of respongive~-
ness and control,

4+ The prospective CINCNFIM has requested adequate TALENT coverage of
Vliene es outlined in paragraph 1. ebove, This request was made with full
appreciation of the preblems involved and en awareness of the limitations
of other intelligence collection cepabilities, i_' -
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